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• Hunting
• Swimming 
• Boating 

• Fishing
• Horse Trails 
• Picnic Shelters 

• Camping
• 1/2 mi. Archery 
      Trail

Visit Beautiful Lake 
Vesuvius Recreation Area

Come visit the newly renovated Oak Hill 
Campground featuring 32 campsites with 

new water and electrical hookups. 
Make your reservation online at 

www.recreation.gov or call 1.877.444.6777

www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne

Trail Season:
April 15 - December 15

Alcohol prohibited on 
trails,trailheads and some access 

roads. Helmet with eye protection 
is required when riding. 

See Forest web site for details.

“As I started getting ready to write in earnest, I’m 
thinking I need some advice, a direction to go in to 
make sure I’ve got my head on straight,” O’Conor 
said. “I thought, gosh, James Bradley would be a 
good person to talk to.”

Bradley is the New York Times bestselling author 
of “Flags of Our Fathers,” a book which focuses on 
the six men who raised the iconic flag at Iwo Jima. 

Going through a friend of his who knew Bradley’s 
agent, O’Conor was eventually able to get a chance 
to speak with Bradley about his plans to write a book 
telling Stephenson’s story.

“I spent an hour and a half on the phone with 
James Bradley,” O’Conor said. “And he is just 
telling me about what he did when he first started 
writing “Flags of Our Fathers.” the research he did 
and how it took him four years to get everything 
together. He talked about how he traveled all over 
the country talking to the guys who raised the flag. 
It’s just an amazing story.”

When he asked Bradley what message he was try-
ing to get across when he wrote the book, O’Conor 
said Bradley said not to worry about that, just write 
the book, tell the person’s story and people will get 
from the book what they get from it.

“He asked me to grab a pen and paper and write 
down one word: history,” O’Conor said. “H-I-S-T-
O-R-Y. He told me to look at that word. ‘You know 
what that word says,’ he told me, ‘His story. Ray, 
just tell his story.’”

And that is what O’Conor is seeking to do, he said. 
And just like Bradley, the mission is taking him all 
over the country in pursuit of information to add life 
to his future novel.


